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SCAN THE QR CODE TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ALL THE 
FINALIST BOOKS, OR VISIT WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ

#NZCYA #BOOKSALIVE
Use the space above for autographs, a reading log, your own book 

reviews, or to complete the activities that follow

#NZCYA 2025HAVE FUN – AND LEARN –  
WITH OUR FINALISTS!

Kia ora tamariki mā! The finalists in the 2025 New Zealand Book Awards for 
Children and Young Adults have been announced. Our incredible judges have 
selected the very best books published in Aotearoa this past year for young 

readers like yourselves. We know you’re going to love them!

This booklet is packed with fun projects that will help you  
discover more about some of the shortlisted books,  
and to learn some cool, new things along the way!

We’ve left the page opposite open for you to use however you like. Collect 
autographs if you are at our NZCYA Books Alive events, or meet your favourite 
authors in your school. Use the space to record the titles of the finalist books 

you have read, and maybe even write short reviews about them here.

Find out what is happening at your local library  
over the school holidays, and have fun reading! 

Ngā mihi nunui to the Services to Schools team from the National Library of New 
Zealand, who created the fantastic activities in this booklet. Enjoy them!

KIA ORA TO ALL OUR SPONSORS



IN MATAALI‘I
EACH MEMBER OF  
THE ‘ĀIGA | FAMILY HAS 
A POWER THAT HELPS 
PROTECT THEIR VILLAGE 
AND KEEP IT  
IN HARMONY. 

PICTURE BOOK
BOOKHUB AWARD

BEDTIME HIJINKS, SaMOAN MATARIKI, CURIOUS WEKA, FABULOUS FIRST WORDS,  
AND FUN WITH FISH

THE TEN NOSEY 
WEKA LIKE 
EXPLORING.

Watch for birds in your neighbourhood 
this week. Use the pictograph to record 
how many you see. We’ve included  
2 birds to get you started. Add others 
by drawing or naming them, and then 
add to your graph.
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 Illustrations © darcy solia

Think about your family – who would be  
the heart? What powers would each person have?

fantail
seagull

bird how many



JUNIOR FICTION
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

ESTHER GLEN AWARD
THE QUIET ONES, A KITTEN 

DETECTIVE, POST-APOCALYPTIC 
MIRACLES, RUNAWAYS AND A 

RAVEN, AND ROCK GIRLS

IN DETECTIVE BEANS  
AND THE CASE OF THE  
MISSING HAT THE  
DETECTIVE HAS  
LOST HIS HAT.

MAKE A POSTER 
FOR VIOLET AND 
THE VELVETS OR 
YOUR OWN BAND’S 
APPEARANCE AT THE 
LOCAL STADIUM  
OR PARK.

There are 10 hats hidden  
in this booklet.  

Can you find them all?
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hat 1: 

hat 3: 

hat 5: 

hat 7: 

hat 9: 

hat 2: 

hat 4: 

hat 6: 

hat 8: 

hat 10: 

You could include date, time, name  
and a picture of the band or  
showcase a song title.



YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION AWARD

INNER MONSTERS, AFTERSHOCKS OF FAMILY SECRETS, A SPACE ODYSSEY,  THE MESS MADE BY OTHERS,  & A WORLD BASED ON LIES

LIFE CAN BE 
CHAOTIC AND  
HARD TO COPE 
WITH, AS WE 
SEE IN BEAR 
AND THE MESS 
OF OUR LIVES.
be prepared for tough times 
by thinking of things and 
people that bring you comfort 
and calm. 

INTUITION PLAYS A BIG 
PART IN MIGRATION.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How good is your 
intuition? Use these 
ideas to exercise it. 

When the phone 
rings, can you 

guess who it is? 

When your playlist 
is on shuffle, do you 

know which song 
will be next? 

If you pick a card 
from a deck, is it 

black or red? 
When you meet 

someone, can you tell 
if they are a cat or a 

dog person? 

Make a list of supporters and things you enjoy 
that soothe and help you express yourself.



Thank You

YOU CAN READ POSTCARDS 
WITH SPECIAL MESSAGES 
AND SEE OLD PHOTOGRAPHS 
IN THE WRITING DESK.
Write a postcard to a friend or family member. Do you 

have any favourite pictures to add to the display? Stick 

down a photo or draw someone important to you.

TITIRO LOOK  
IS FULL OF 

FAMILIAR THINGS. 
Can you see some of  
them in this display?

Kī | Keys
Taonga |Treasure

Manu | Bird
Ukurere | Ukulele

Kurī | Dog

IN BROWN BIRD, REBECCA 
AND CHESTER BAKE 
BISCUITS AND MAKE JAM 
FROM LOCAL FRUIT TO  
SHARE WITH NEIGHBOURS.

Can you find some local fruit to make jam or 

use a recipe to bake some tasty treats to share 

with family or in your local pĀtaka kai?

SCRIBES IN THE RAVEN’S 
EYE RUNAWAYS HAVE 
EXQUISITE HANDWRITING.

Copy this fancy calligraphy font 
to sign your name or write a 
special message to someone.

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  
N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m   
n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z

FROM THE DESK OF 
....................................



NON-FICTION
ELSIE LOCKE AWARD

SPORTING PRIDE,  WHAKATAUKĪ WISDOM, NOCTURNAL HUNTER, EXPLAINING TE TIRITI,  AND TONGAN POETRY

YOU CAN  
READ ABOUT  

NEW ZEALAND’S    
SPORTS 

UNIFORMS IN 
BLACK MAGIC. 
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Black Ferns for the Women’s 2025 
Rugby World Cup in London and 

the All Blacks in 2027 in Australia? 
Draw or collage your ideas.

Act out how you 
would escape from the 
predator and protect 

your babies.

WITH SOME FRIENDS, FIND  
THINGS FROM AROUND THE HOUSE 

TO USE AS A COSTUME TO DRESS  
AS THE RURU, RAT, WĒTĀ OR OTHER 

CREATURES SEEN IN THE BUSH 
IN RURU, NIGHT HUNTER.
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ILLUSTRATION
RUSSELL CLARK AWARD

SEEING A MOA, THE MUSIC 
OF HINERAUKATAURI, POETIC 
MAGIC, COMPLEX EMOTIONS, 
AND THE FUN OF A NEW PET
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ALICE AND THE STRANGE 
BIRD IS ILLUSTRATED  
WITH DIORAMAS.

AS WE SEE IN YOU CAN’T PAT A FISH, 
PET POSSIBILITIES ARE MANY,  

FROM ORDINARY TO OUTLANDISH.

    Can you make a diorama yourself?
1. Decide on your topic and plan your  

scene.
2.  Recycle a box as your base and  

decorate it.
3.  Make scenery and figures from card,  

or use small toys or real materials  
like plants.

4.  Fix them in place to create your scene.

What pet would you 
choose? Paint a portrait 

of your perfect pet.
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TE REO MĀORI
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
TE KURA POUNAMU AWARDS

A DESPERATE JOURNEY,  
THE ORIGIN OF MUSIC, 

SHOWCASING ROTORUA, 
MATARIKI CELEBRATION,  

& KNOWLEDGE  
HANDED DOWN

Matariki is celebrated in A Ariā me 
te Atua o te Kūmara, Ngā Kupenga 
a Nanny Rina and Ko ngā Whetū 
Kai o Matariki: ko Tupuānuku rāua 
ko Tupuārangi. Draw or write your 
favourite dishes on the plates 
to serve from Tupuānuku and 
Tupuārangi at your ideal Matariki 
feast. 

Ka whakanuia a Matariki i roto 
i ngā pukapuka A Ariā me te 
Atua o te Kūmara, Ngā Kupenga 
a Nanny Rina, Ko Ngā Whetū Kai 
o Matariki: Tupuānuku rāua ko 
Tupuārangi. Tuhia ō tino kai a 
Tupuānuku rāua ko Tupuārangi 
hei hora i te wā o te hautapu nui 
ki a Matariki.

Ka mātoro a Whetū rāua ko Kohu 
i Rotorua guides a visitor to see 
the Rotorua sights. Make an 
illustrated map to show places 
near where you live and the 
taonga that visitors might find 
interesting. 
Ka arahina e Ka mātoro a Whetū 
rāua ko Kohu i Rotorua ngā 
tūwaewae ki ngā wāhi  
mīharo o Rotorua. Tuhia  
he mapi whakaahua  
o ngā wāhi e tata ana  
ki tō kāinga me ngā  
taonga e rawe ana  
ki ngā tūwaewae.

N
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IN BRAVE KĀHU AND THE PŌRANGI 
MAGPIE, ARI COLLECTS SEASHELLS.

PLAY WILD IS FULL OF PROJECTS 
USING MATERIALS FROM THE 
NATURAL WORLD.

A BRAVE BIRD, OUTDOOR 
FUN, A BATTLE FOR 

BOOKS, AN OUTWITTED 
WITCH, and  

SETTLER STORIES 
BEST FIRST BOOK  

NZSA AWARD

Get creative with  
nature and make  
a wristband.
Cut a piece of sticky tape long  
Enough to fit around your  
wrist, sticky side out, with a  
gap so it is not too tight.  
Go outside and find flowers and 
leaves to decorate the band.

  How many different shells (or other nature treasures such as rocks) 
    can you collect? Can you find out what their names are?



Proudly sponsored by

the HELL Reading Challenge
is back for 2025!

Kia ora kids!

www.nzbookawards.nz/hell-reading-challenge/
www.facebook.com/HELLReadingChallenge/

Read 7 books and get 
a FREE 333 Kids Pizza


